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Chu, old Sun, Cassia and Jade Bracelet. I only had those few
scamps arrested."
"Why did they make trouble with Wang III?"
"They hoped to get money out of him. But Wang III came
to see me. He kotowed and begged my pardon, so I had the
rogues arrested once more and told them I would have cangues
put about their necks. They begged for mercy and swore they
would never go near him again. As for Wang III, he addressed
me as 'Uncle' before he said a word. He brought me a present
list representing about fifty taels, but I told him to take it
away. He has promised to ask me to go to his place so that he
may thank me."
Po-chiieh was surprised. "Did he really and truly apologise
to you?" he said.
"Do you think I'm lying to you?" Hsi-men Ch'ing said.
He told Wang Ching to go and get Wang Ill's card. Wang
Ching came back with the card. Po-chtieh examined it. 'The
young student, Wang Ts'ai', it said.
"Really, it was a brilliant scheme," he said.
"If you see any of 'them," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said, "don't
tell them I know all that is to be known."
"I understand," Po-chtieh said. "You don't wish them to
realise it was all your idea. Of course, I won't say a word."
They had tea. Then Po-chtieh said: "I must go. Old Sun
and Chu might come to see you. If they do, don't tell them I
have been here."
"I shall not see them, if they do come," Hsi-mSn said. He
sent a boy to tell the door-keeper that, if the two men came,
they were to be told he was not at home.
After this, Hsi-m£n Ch'ing did not go near Cassia. When
he had a party at his house, he did not engage Li Ming,
Relations between them were completely broken off.

